TOP TRAVEL MISTAKES TO AVOID

So, you've finally booked that holiday you’ve been dreaming about. You’'ve done your research,
chosen your destination and maybe even paid a deposit. You think you're well prepared and can't
wait to embark on your adventure and you want everything to run perfectly. But the reality is there
may be a few mishaps along the way - here are a few common mistakes to avoid...

1. Not doing enough research

One of my key points! As soon as you have your heart set on a destination, you should be doing
plenty of research to make sure it's exactly what you want, but also so you know that country’s
specific rules and customs so you're respectful and well-prepared. From dress-codes to tipping
habits, there’s a lot to consider. Things like vaccinations can easily be forgotten as well, so plan
ahead, as some need to be administered well in advance!

2. Not having good travel insurance

Although most people do take out a travel insurance policy when they travel, many are oblivious to
the fine print of what their policy actually covers (and what it doesn’t!). You should take insurance
cover as soon as you book, so that you are protected in the case of cancellations or changed travel
guidance from the authorities. It's not nice to think about things going wrong on your travels, but it's
so much better to be well prepared in case things do. Along with the essential medical and
cancellation cover, make sure your policy also has good coverage for your baggage and personal
possessions. You might think your clothes and toiletries don’t cost much but added all together they
most definitely do. You wouldn’t want to be paying to replace them all if your baggage is lost, stolen or
damaged!

3. Being unaware of thieves and pickpockets

Unfortunately, many thieves and pickpockets do target and take advantage of tourists. You shouldn’t
let this take away from your adventures, but you should always remember to take extra care of your
possessions and belongings when you are away from home. Little things like wearing a cross-body
bag that you can keep in sight at all times rather than a backpack, and keeping your wallet in a front
not a back pocket, can really help you not to fall victim
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4. Not knowing the local language

It's great to totally immerse yourself in a new country and culture, however it can be daunting and
more difficult when you’re unable to speak the local lingo. No one expects you to learn Spanish
overnight but knowing a few key words and phrases will really boost your experience. Being able to
communicate with the locals for directions and recommendations will really ensure that you are
making the most of your visit.

5. Not being organised



You've booked your flights, your hotels and your activities, everything is all packed well ahead of time
and you think you have everything covered. However, make sure you’ve triple checked every detail,
things like flight times and transfers are so important, you don’t want to end up missing your flight!
Remember that names on boarding passes and travel documents should be full names matching your
passports to avoid any issues and costly errors on the day.

6. Overpacking

Making sure you’ve packed everything you need can be a daunting experience. You want those
perfect holiday pictures and a wardrobe that suits the country and your style. However, packing too
much can lead to its own problems. Yes you’ll have lots of options, but you need to remember the
airport baggage weight limits, along with how overwhelming it could be. You’'ve just had a relaxing day
at the pool and are now getting ready for an exquisite evening meal - do you really have the extra 30
minutes to be sorting through your case for outfits? Plan them in advance!

7. Being too ambitious

It's all well and good being excited and enthusiastic about your holiday, although being too ambitious

can sometimes be detrimental to your experience. It's great to have things planned out and have a list
of activities you want to do but having too much you want to do and having a strict schedule can lead

to you missing out. You won'’t be able to fully experience the activities, you'll find yourself rushing and
being exhausted. Take a step back and prioritise to make the most of your travels.

8. Not sticking to your budget

Holiday budgets are so important, especially when you’ve saved up and want your holiday to go
smoothly. There’s no point in spending your budget in the first few days when you’ll have to spend the
rest of the week with barely enough money to cover food. Plan well and make sure you're being
sensible with your money- if there’s spare money in the last few days by all means splash the cash,
but don’t end up sabotaging yourself from day 1.

Now you know what not to do, check out our destinations pages for inspiration of what you can and
should do. We can offer a huge variety of adventures and holidays, from private tailor-made
itineraries to small group guided tours - there’s an option to suit everyone!

Contact us by email, WhatsApp, or through our website, and one of our Adventure specialists will be
in touch to take you through the options available and help you plan your escape!
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